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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from Page 1


Granted, we can't believe in God without accepting a certain amount of factual information about Him. But ultimately our faith is not in the information. However essential the doctrine of God may be, its purpose is always to foster a personal faith in God Himself. As an old man who had suffered much, Paul could say that his confidence, and therefore his ability to withstand hardship, were firmly rooted in God. It was not merely a true philosophy that Paul was willing to die for. It was a beloved Person.


In our study of God, it's easy to get lost in the details and forget what the whole thing is about. Satan would surely like to pull our focus away from God and turn our religion into nothing more than a subject to be studied or a proposition to be debated. We must resist this temptation. And even if we're more actively inclined and we see religion as a cause to be supported or a service to be rendered, it's still important for us to keep our heads and our hearts in the right place. Christianity is not a dogma. Jesus Christ is not a doctrine. It is a real kingdom, and He is its real King.


Christianity is not devotion to work, or to a cause, or a doctrine,�but devotion to a person, the Lord Jesus Christ.


Oswald Chambers





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





     Corinth, like Athens, was wholly given to idolatry.  Involvement was difficult to avoid.  Heathen temples were the social and entertainment centers of the city.  There, regular sacrifices were offered to idols and the meat was consumed by worshippers in riotous feasts.  Eating was accompanied by licentious revelry and drunken orgies.  Meat that remained was sold in the marketplace and consumed in private homes in honor of the pagan deities.   Organizations had their patron gods and goddesses whose blessings were invoked upon their meetings.


     Into this city came the apostle Paul proclaiming that there were no gods made with hands and that the true God had revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ.  “And many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized” (Acts 18:8).


     Now the question arose:  “Should they continue going into the idol’s temple and eating of the meat sacrificed to idols?”  Some maintained that they could continue as in the past, except that now they would eat with no thought of the idol.  Now they had knowledge that an idol is nothing.  Others objected, saying that Christians should have nothing to do with idolatry.  Seeking an answer to this question, they wrote to Paul as indicated in 1 Corinthians 8.


       In verses 4-6, Paul agrees with those who insisted that “an idol is nothing.”  They may have thought that he was agreeing that they could continue going to the pagan temples and eating the meat. 


     If they did, verse 7 must have been a surprise. “However,” he says, “there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some,  with consciousness of the idol, to this hour eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.”  





”all things to all men” that he “might by all means save some” (19-21).  These sacrifices, though great, were little more than those made by athletes whose only reward was a perishable crown (verses 24-25).





Another Consideration





     Chapter 10, however, moves on to another consideration.  The heart of this chapter is verse 12.  “Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”


     It is dangerous for us to assume that we are so strong.  Israel seemed strong as she was delivered from �Egypt and provided for by God on her march to the promised land.  “But with most of them God was not well-pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.  Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted” (verses 5-6).


     God promised the Corinthians a way of escape when they were tempted to idolatry (verse 13), but it depended upon their fleeing idolatry (verse 14).  They have to avoid the places, practices and people that pertained to idolatry.


     Bars, dancing, profanity, violent and obscene movies, lascivious music, public nudity, promiscuous petting and the like pertain to the world.  Some Christians deny this, but all one needs to do is to ask some admittedly worldly person whether such things belong to worldliness or godliness.  If we would be godly and escape temptations to be worldly, we must flee the things that pertain to worldliness.





“Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”











					





Flee!


By Sewell Hall








From this point through the end of chapter, he argues that out of love for weak brethren, even those who have knowledge should abstain from eating lest such weak brethren follow their example and perish in sin.





Some Modern Parallels





     It is not uncommon for Christians today to argue their right to practice questionable conduct because they are strong and not affected by it.  They can go into a bar, they say, and sit with those who are drinking and never be tempted.  They can dance and never have lustful thoughts.  They can attend the raunchiest movies and not be affected by the profanity, violence and lasciviousness portrayed on the screen.  They can listen to the most obscene music and pay no attention to the words.  They can go to the beach and be surrounded by people who are almost entirely nude and not even notice.  They can take all kind of liberties with their hands on dates and experience no temptation to fornication.  So they say.


     If they are that strong, that pure in heart, it is commendable.  But is everyone that strong?  Have not many been led into sin by such things?  All would agree that this is the case.  One’s own children may be led to sin by such things.  1 Corinthians 8 teaches that this is enough reason for avoiding these practices.  If anyone 


follows my example in doing such things and is led to sin, then I sin (verse 12).


Paul seems to anticipate that some will call this extreme.  In chapter 9, he speaks of three rights he had sacrificed for the sake of others. 


He had sacrificed the right to “lead about a wife” (verse 5); to be supported (verses 6-18); and to maintain his comfortable Jewish lifestyle.  He had made himself “a servant to all” by becoming





 Jesus Christ Is Not a Doctrine


In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.             (1 John 4:9)


If love is a "subject" that can be studied, it is certainly the most personal subject in the world. We are taught that God loved us to such an extent He was willing to take upon Himself our fleshly form and die for our sins. This is no abstract thought or theory. This is a personal transaction if there ever was one. God, the only perfect personal Being in existence, has done the most personal thing imaginable for personal beings whom He created. Isn't it astonishing that we can take this, the most stupendous act of love, and reduce it to little more than a doctrine to be "believed"? And yet, this is what we do. We talk about Christianity as if it were just an ideology, a body of ideas. And we find that what we're devoted to is not really God, but various ideas about God.


As Paul spoke of his own faith to his younger friend Timothy, he spoke not only of what he believed but of whom he believed: "For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day" (2 Timothy 1:12).			Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Mary Scott; June Guyton;


 James Adams; Donna Simmons’ mother. 


 Steve Huff’s mother; Dion Clark’s mother 


 Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert; Courtney


 Quinn; mother battling cancer; Rhonda Ditter; 


Denise Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


The Horat Family; The Adams  family; 


Also remember Debbie Adams’ mother. 


Mary Scott recovering from knee replacement 


surgery.


Congratulations to Justin and Katy on their


 marriage 


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jack Green


Read Scripture---Cliff Wiggs 


 Song Leader----Kia Burk


Lord's Supper—Steve Huff 


   Asst. 1-----Matt Jones 


   Asst. 2-----Zach Rogers


   Asst. 3-----Justin Douthitt 


   Asst. 4-----Adam Kreis


   Asst. 5-----Shaun Slatton


2nd Prayer---Clay Bowman


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Don Gilbert


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Song Leader---Dion Clark


2ed Prayer-----Preston Jackson


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Steve Huff


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Brad Bowman


 Invitation---Joey Jackson 


 Closing Prayer---Cecil Douthitt	


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














